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Thank You
Migrant Workers!
NTUC has been taking significant steps to make
migrant workers in our midst feel at home away
from home. The latest: Celebrating May Day with
our migrant workers.
By Ramesh Subbaraman
Migrant workers giving Senior Minister of State Teo Ser Luck a warm reception upon his
arrival. Other photos: Migrant workers having a fun-filled day at the event.

T

hey perform jobs in Singapore which many Singaporeans often
shun, which include building the homes we live in and constructing
the public infrastructure we travel on.
On 15 May 2016, the Migrant Workers’ Centre (MWC) joined hands
with several organisations to show gratitude to and solidarity with all
migrant workers as part of the May Day celebrations.

MANY HELPING HANDS
The day-long event, centred around the Labour Movement’s theme of Care,
Fair and Grow, was held at the Terusan Recreation Centre in Jurong.
The centre was officially launched on the occasion by Minister of State
for Manpower Teo Ser Luck, with several key officials from NTUC Central
Committee and partners from various NGOs joining in the festivities.
MWC collaborated with The Hesed Table and 45Rice, a social enterprise,
to treat about 3,000 to a May Day Migrant Workers’ Appreciation Dinner.
“This time round we have made it a ‘many helping hands’ approach
where we got the school children to express their gratitude by designing
their own thank you card for us to distribute to our workers.
“At the same time, we have other NGOs like HealthServe and Elsie’s
Kitchen who have all chipped in to show appreciation to the migrant
workers,” said MWC Chairman Yeo Guat Kwang.
Nominated Member of Parliament and NTUC Central Committee
member K Thanaletchimi added: “I personally spoke to some of the Indian
and Bangladeshi workers while distributing the cards and they are very
happy to see students appreciating their contributions to Singapore.
“That gives me a great level of confidence towards the Labour Movement
and Singapore that we really live to the true meaning of inclusiveness and
looking after the welfare and well-being of workers.”
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BEING PART OF SOCIETY
On his part, Mr Teo said that while the migrant workers are here to
make a living for themselves and also contribute to the economy, it is
important that they integrate into Singapore society.
“If we give them proper facilities, I am sure it is easier for them to
integrate into our community. At the same time, we want to make sure we
recognise them for their hard work. What NTUC and the MWC are doing is
an excellent job,” he added.

ABOUT THE TERUSAN RECREATION CENTRE
The Terusan Recreation Centre at Jalan Papan off Jurong Port
Road for migrant workers is in the vicinity of several foreign
worker dormitories. It provides an array of social and recreational
facilities so that the workers do not have to head downtown to buy
the items they want.
For migrant workers Narayanasamy Manivannan and Alagu
Senthilkumar from Tamil Nadu, the centre is a plus.
They are able to obtain vegetables, meat and cooking items they
need from the provision shops at the centre instead of having to
travel all the way to Little India.
Meanwhile the Terusan Recreation Centre will house MWC’s
fifth satellite help-kiosk by the end of July 2016.
This will enable MWC to regularly provide direct services to the
migrant workers residing in that area.

20/5/16 6:21 PM

upon his

NTUC This Week 22 MAY 2016

MAY DAY CELEBRATIONS 11

No Different From Us
The Migrant Workers’ Centre’s May Day celebrations saw
almost a hundred volunteers using their time and energy to
make migrant workers feel welcomed and valued. We get to
know two of them who were at the event serving dinner bento
sets and befriending the migrant workers.
By Fawwaz Baktee

Dr Mohamad Farid Harunal Rashid, 38, Oncologist
Dr Farid was in New York undergoing extra training for his oncology
practice when the Little India riot broke out on 8 December 2013. He
was with his wife when they watched the chaotic scenes unfold live on
television.
“I wasn’t sure about the circumstances that led to the riot then but I
told my wife that we need to get more engaged with the migrant workers
in Singapore. Clearly, there was room for improvement in our relationship
with them,” he said.
When he returned to Singapore, he chanced upon the Migrant Workers’
Centre (MWC) when he looked around for organisations that reached out to
migrant workers.
He said he was attracted to volunteer with the MWC as it looked well
set-up and everyone at the centre was passionate and knowledgeable about
migrant-worker issues.
Since he started volunteering in 2014, he has made new friends from all
walks of life.
“I guess because I look Indian, sometimes the workers would ask me if
I hold an S Pass or work permit. That reinforced how similar we are. You
realise that there isn’t really much of a difference between us Singaporeans
and migrant workers. It amazes me how some people can fail to see that,”
said Dr Farid.

He hopes to see migrant workers’ human and employment rights
observed by employers.
“I also hope we open up to them even more as fellow human beings.
Clearly, they are quite invisible from the main areas in Singapore and
are almost hidden from view. We need to take a step back, look within
ourselves, and acknowledge their contributions to our nation,” he said.
Marcel Bandur, 26, Research Assistant
From the tender age of 15, Marcel has lived away from his native homeland
of Slovakia.
He went to high school in Thailand, did his Bachelors’ degree in England
and his Master’s degree here in Singapore. This is the reason why, he said,
he is able to empathise with migrant workers.
“I understand what it entails going to a different country, to try to settle
in and to learn a foreign language. When you don’t have family support, it
becomes very difficult. I myself am a migrant worker. Just because I have a
higher paying job doesn’t make me anything other than that,” said Marcel.
Since he started volunteering with the Migrant Workers’ Centre in
October last year, the genuine kindness and generosity of migrant workers
have touched him the most.
“There are quite a number of instances that hit me on a personal level.
There was this one migrant worker who just wanted to have dinner at a food
court and talk with me. When we were done, he paid the bill without me
knowing. That really touched me. He barely knew me, but was still so kind
and generous,” recalled Marcel.
That is why he gets upset when he finds migrant workers being mistreated.
“Not only do I want them to integrate into society, I want them to be
treated fairly. They deserve respect from Singaporeans. I hope to see employers
give them their fair share of salary, and good working and living conditions.
Without them, this city wouldn’t be moving as fast as it is,” he added.
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